FASS 2009 Committee Meeting 4 Minutes 

November 9, 2008

· In attendance: Diana Chisholm, President; Khary Alexander, Vice President; Nadia V. Ursacki, Producer; Karl Zaryski, Treasurer; Joanna Fawcett, Secretary; Stephen Snuggles Skrzydlo, CSW; Brian Latrell Fox, Director; Gilad Israeli, Anna Kreider, Representatives; Albert O’Connor, Past President; Robert Burke, Past Producer; Russell Wong, Past Director; Lana Sheridan, Past CSW

· Absent: Patrick Cort, Mark Jackson-Brown, Representatives; Mo Musbah, Past Technical Director

· Also present after interviews: Doug Stebila, FASS 2006 president
· Discussion of exceptions for candidates:

· Committee agrees there is no problem with Khary running for technical director, despite having held more than 3 consecutive positions on committee, as no one applied to the position before the first deadline

· Committee voted unanimously in favour of Maryam, who is new to FASS, being allowed on the committee

· Interview of Technical Director candidates: 

· Maryam Nasirpour
· Khary Alexander

· Deliberation and vote

· Maryam chosen to be Technical Director for FASS 2009

· Khary continues as Vice President

· Unfilled positions – Stage Manager:

· Diana will send posting for stage manager to KWLT announce

· Storing of Minutes:

· Post minutes on website

· Also, we should collect previous years’ minutes and post these minutes on respective committee pages

· Diana will get in contact with past secretaries to get the minutes that are missing from previous years

· Advertising to Faculty and Staff

· We need to advertise FASS itself and FASS auditions to Faculty and Staff

· Should stress that involvement can be minimal – even just one night a week

· Diana will:

· Send audition information to department secretaries and ask them to post it

· Send information to new faculty mailing list, which she is on

· At some point, would be a good idea to talk to previous faculty FASS members and find out what problems faculty members have with FASS, why very few faculty members audition

· If one problem is getting babysitters for tech weekend, we could offer babysitting at Hagey Hall, and have FASS members take turns looking after children

· Make sure audition form allows people to stipulate that they only want to be busy X number of nights per week, in addition to availability

· Also, have auditions from 6-9pm, to make it easier for faculty to attend

· Accept groups up until 9pm – auditions will still go until 10pm

· Updates:

· Workshops:

· First workshop had about 10 attendees

· Khary reported that the workshop seemed to go well

· Need to have list of local theatre groups available, as people at workshop were asking; can also post this list on website – “Friends of FASS”

· Nadia will bring some FASS information sheets to next workshop

· Parking passes:

· Joanna had email contact with Sharon Rumpel, at parking services, who stated that parking passes will not be available this year, due to closure of lot B3 and increased enrolment

· We can arrange for carpooling, particularly for tech weekend

· We can sell FASS members rolls of loonies

· Joanna will also speak with St. Jerome’s parking services to see if they can accommodate FASS members after hours during the week

· We can still park at Conrad Grebel and St. Jerome’s on the weekend for free

· Script:

· A few definitions:

· Scenelet – major section of a scene, there are 2-3 per scene (without set changes or curtain drops)

· Mostly written means the dialogue is down

· Skeletoned means the general idea is there, as well as the chronology but not full dialogue yet

· Vignettes happen in between certain scenes, with 2-4 occurring in one shot.

· About 60 characters currently exist

· Have 16 scenelets in first act: 7 are mostly written, 6 are skeletoned, 3 still need structure 

· Have 13 scenelets in second act: 1 mostly written, 1 skeletoned, 11 still need structure

· 6 out of 15-18 vignettes are done

· Have 6 songs in act one, 3 are written

· Nadia needs part for cameos written so she can approach them

· Snuggles will address the cameo part at the next writing meeting

· Reminder: cameos need to be walked on and off the stage and they should only be on stage for a brief period of time

· FASS endowment

· Doug spoke with development office – as we are not officially recognized by the university, the university cannot raise money for us without senior approval – say Catharine Scott

· Endowment particularly good for us, as it will allow us to retain money for future disasters – for example, for when Peter Carette, the Technical Director of Humanities Theatre, retires in case FASS is then charged full rates for The Humanities Theatre rental
· Doug has idea that we can get university to approve endowment if we stipulate that the money will go back to the university; for example, our theatre costs

· Nadia points out that our theatre expenses are under $1,000 (she thinks), and so this may not be useful to us

· Discussion about whether or not we should try to get FASS recognized officially

· We can either be recognized by the federation of students or by university itself, through high level person like Catharine Scott

· There is a 2002 feds motion which will enable us to be recognized by feds, but will give FASS no feds support, nor will feds expect no support from FASS; in particular, no fees to pay

· Also, will make it harder for the university to take things away from FASS; for example, the booking of rooms

· Feds recognition is easier to get, but less beneficial, especially for the endowment

· Note: we do NOT want to become a feds club

· Doug spoke with Catharine 3 years ago about FASS status, and at the time she had no intention of changing the status quo

· Example given of uwstudent.org, which got recognition, but did not get the endowment they were looking for

· We do not want endowment or recognition to change relationship FASS has with university – may have effect on alcohol policy

· Committee gives Doug permission to speak with Catharine about the ramifications and possibilities of the endowment

· Doug will try to get FASS as much freedom as possible concerning the spending of the endowment

· Snuggles, Diana, and possibly Nadia and Robert will also attend the meeting with Catharine

· Creative team:

· Russ – music director

· Bettina Xue – choreographer

· No one has yet approached Latrell for assistant director – he will send out email soon for prospective AD’s

· Snuggles will start sending songs to Russ

· Nadia will be sending out email in next couple of weeks looking for some help on producing

· Tables for SLC:

· Diana informed Anne Simpson, SLC general manager, that we want to proceed with the donation of tables to the SLC (see minutes for FASS 2009 meeting 2)

· Nothing further has occurred; money has been allocated for the purchase

· Portable headset for runner:

· Russ did not hear back from Peter Carette about estimates for headset
· Nadia will ask him about this
· Prep for auditions and show:

· Need to have meeting with creative team to discuss audition forms

· Nadia would like audition forms ready by mid-December

· Next meeting:

· In December, unless we have a stage manager applicant, in which case the next meeting will be as soon as is possible, in order to secure a stage manager!

· Title of 2009 show:

· Nadia needs a short list for title

· Snuggles will address this at next writing meeting

· Clubs/Services/Societies Day:

· Nadia would like to thank everyone who helped out for Clubs, Services and Societies Day, as it was a huge success – many people signed up, and there was some interest in tech, which is always exciting

· Small hiccup on the first day: originally, Diana had Andrew Falcao, Feds Vice President Internal, put FASS on the list of groups who get a table, but on the day, Dave McDougall, Feds Clubs Director, stated that he has control over the list and FASS would not be allowed a table; Diana convinced him to allow FASS a table this year, but the future in this matter is unclear

· Getting feds recognition would certainly be advantageous in getting a table for Clubs, Services and Societies day

· Photos for website

· Doug and Latrell are working on updating photos on website

· They need photos from 2008 – Anna will supply these photos

· In the future, might want to do a photo spread for each year

· Meeting adjourned

